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we have on the subject, whatever is its  value, for
about the first twenty years.

161. St. Cyril of Jerusalem is our next informant
concerning the discovery of the Cross. He was one
of the Clergy of the Church of Jerusalem, and de-
livered his Catechetical Lectures about A.D. 347, in
the very Church of the Resurrection which by that
time Constantine had built; and in the first year of
his Episcopate, A.B. 351, he wrote his letter to Coh-
stantius concerning a luminous Cross which had just
then appeared in the air over Jerusalem. As he died
A.D. 386, and was a Priest and (as St. Jerome says) a
young man in 347, he must have been in his boyhood
'at the time of St. Helena's visit; whether in Jerusa-
lem is not known. In his Catechetical Lectures he
speaks of the Holy Cross as discovered, though he
does not mention the circumstances or the time of its
discovery. Speaking of our Lord's crucifixion, he
says, "Shouldest thou be disposed to deny it, the
very place which all can see refutes thee, even this
blessed Golgotha, in which, on account of Him who
was crtieified on it, we are now assembled ; and further,
the wliole world is filled with the portions of the Wood
of the Cross." Again, speaking of the witness borne
in such manifold ways to Christ, he says, " The Holy
Wood of the Cross is His witness, which is seen
among us to this day, and by means of those who
have in faith taken thereof, has from this place now